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I am pleased to report that the 2017-18 season was a successful one for the Niagara Youth Orchestras.  In 
all of the main concerts there were strong performances by the orchestra as a whole and by the various 
NYO soloists who performed.  Our usual joint concerts with the Junior Niagara Youth Orchestra, which 
included the December Open House and the annual Outreach concerts, also went well.  The season’s 
special events included the Side-by-Side performances with the Niagara Symphony at the March Pops 
Concert and the ‘cello workshop led by Dr. Mark Chambers and presented for the community by the 
NYOA. 
 
The first concert of the season, on Remembrance Day, was an excellent first concert for the season.  The 
music included a variety of works that were technically and musically challenging.  With the invaluable 
help of the coaches in sectional time, the orchestra learned the repertoire at a good pace and presented a 
memorable concert.  I would like to make special note of Alex Burtoo’s excellent rendition of Last Post 
from out in the lobby. 
 
2017’s Open House was, as it always is, a great chance to catch up with returning alumni, meet new 
musicians who come to play and to join the forces of both orchestras.  It is often said and ALWAYS 
meant sincerely: thank you to the NYO and JNYO librarians who are so organized and on hand to take 
care of all music needs of the annual December Open House Concert.  Thank you to all who worked on 
this special event! 
 
The annual Outreach Concerts, on February 20, were presented, for the third time, in Partridge Hall.  The 
NYO and JNYO musicians played very well and the two performances were well received by the 
audiences.  The students who performed the instrument demonstrations all performed wonderfully.  They 
were prepared and, though nervous playing solos for such a large crowd, did very well.  Kudos to Tim 
Stacey who did a good job improving on some of the logistical problems of audience traffic from 
previous years.  There is still a little more tinkering to do on the timing of the second performance but 
each year we get better at efficiently presenting back-to-back concerts to two large school audiences. 
 
The March concert was my favourite of the season.  It contained some repertoire that was included in 
preparation for the NSO Side-by-Side and the NYO students were extremely well prepared on those 
pieces.  It also included Rheinberger’s Organ Concerto with Ryan Baxter as soloist.  The performance 
went very well and attracted some area organists to the concert to hear this not-often-programmed work.  
Ryan’s performance was exceptional and the orchestra did very well accompanying him.  Thank you to 
the NYOA Board of Directors for approving the performance of the program at St. Thomas’ Church so 
that we could do the organ concerto.  Schubert’s Symphony #6 rounded out the concert and I was pleased 
to see the students were up for that challenge. 
 
The 2018 Chamber Concert featured very strong performances by many talented young musicians.  It is 
exciting to watch these students develop in their years in the NYO to the point where they can play solos 
with musical and personal maturity.  Kudos to Ryan Baxter, Christine Kim, Isabella Danyeko, Maggie 
Umanetz, Simon Hauber, Madison MacLean and Zoe Daca.  All gave wonderful performances and 
should be proud of their musical accomplishments.  We also hosted a special guest on this program, 
guitarist Evan Dim.  It was a pleasure to work with him and his teacher Tim Phelan on this collaboration. 
 
 



Thanks to a SCCIP grant we were able to bring Dr. Mark Chambers from York University to St. 
Catharines for a ‘cello workshop, open to all cellists in the community.  We partnered with Ridley 
College for this event and held it on the Ridley Campus in the Ross Morrow Theatre.  Dr. Chambers was 
very good explaining techniques and ideas to the participants who had a variety of skills and experience.  
The project was an effective way for the NYOA to provide an engaging educational experience for our 
members and to connect with the wider community. 
 
The final concert of the season was intended to be the second part of our collaboration with ‘cellist and 
educator, Dr. Chambers.  Though he was able to rehearse with us on the workshop weekend, illness 
prevented him from playing with us on the concert weekend.  Luckily, ‘cello coach Gordon Cleland was 
able to step in and play the Haydn concerto with us with just two days notice.  We are fortunate to have 
had Gord available and able to work the piece up to performance level so quickly.  My thanks and 
appreciation for his commitment to the NYO! 
 
The Junior Niagara Youth Orchestra also had a strong and exciting season.  Michael van Dongen 
reported that the orchestra played well in all three JNYO concerts and the Outreach concert.  The trip to 
Joliette, which included some members of the NYO as extras and subs for the JNYO, was both musically 
and socially very successful.  The JNYO was in a rebuilding phase having seen quite a few graduates at 
the end of the previous year.  Recruitment remains a priority especially in brass and woodwind sections.    
 
My thanks and congratulations to all who made the 2017-18 season a success, particularly the Board of 
Directors, President Karlie Boyle, General Manager Tim Stacey, Michelene Hauber and all the librarians.  
I would like to specifically note that, from my perspective, Tim did a wonderful job in his first year at 
General Manager.  I enjoyed working with him on all aspects of NYO activities.  As well, I would like to 
heartily thank my colleagues in the coaching staff for their excellent work each week on the repertoire 
with the NYO students.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Laura Thomas 
Music Director 


